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FEVERAL Vindications of the 

M | Chriftian Religion, have been pub- 
2 | liſhed within theſe few Years, by 
very Able Perſons, © who herein 
have well employed their, Pape” 
had 


cities and Learning. I ſhould rejoyce, 

I Ground to ſay, the Succeſs hath anſwer- 
ed the Pains and Labour; but I very much, 
fear, leſt the Perſonal ill Conduct of ſome: 
who know better, and the miſguided Zeal of 
Wothers, for they know not what, have unhap- 
pily prevented the deſired Succeſs. _ CH 
Eſpeeially, I cannot forbear thinking, that 

he very great and ſad Diſregard of ſacred In- 
0: ions, hath been a powerful Obſtacle to 
heir Succeſs, and hath had a main Hand, in 
promoting the Growth of Infidelity.” The Per- 
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4 An PxquirY concerning the Dignity of 
ſons and Office of C lergymen, have been treated 
in a ſcornful manner, and your little Wits, 


hep they have ſet vp for Free- Thinkers, anf 
have art at Lach thy 


craft, have hereup very extragy+ | 
dee af the 
he Tord Day, ka earn juſtly 


op 
(wich Reſpect to the — — of it) by Vir- 


is now to be kept facred, in 


dom 


tue of the fourth Commandment, folewaly te 


be repeated each Sunday in our Churches, 


with a ſuitable Prayer for gardoning Mercy for 


faſt Profanations, jos Grace to oY in hee; 
ing that Law for the future: Vet t eThinneſs 


of Aſſemblies in Churches, and the Multitude 
of. idle erte; laitering ahout on that Day, 


do too P lainly evidence, that when ſuch at 


Church join in that Petition, it is with Lips 
only, and for Cuſtom Sake, and nor with 


their Hearts. 


" With Reſpect to che holy Appointment as 


Baptiſm, there is too much Reaſon to fear, 
that the Generality of thoſe who engage in 
the Service 
Baptiſm if attended to would inform them 
better) think that it is no more than the giv- 
ing a Name to the Child; and perhaps hence 
the corrupt Cuſtom, in many Flaces, of call- 
ing private Baptiſm, a Naming the Child : 

And when afterwards, according to the Di- 
rection of the Rubric, the Child is carried 
to the Church, to haye the Services perform- 


i baw! our Fri. 


the ſeventh Day of the Week — that 


(notwitbſtanding the Office of 


ed 


the Ordinance of the Loxn's gurrER. 5 
ed for it there ſpecified, this is called by 
many, the Child's receiving its u Bapti/m. 
And as for thoſe who ſtand as Suretres for 
Children, do not too many of them think 
they ſufficiently perform their Duty, if on 
the Day of Chriſtening, they ſtand for the 
Child, and afterwards preſent it with ſome 
Token to remember them by, without hav- 
ing any further Regard to the Things they 
2 ſolemnly ſtipulated and ptomiſed to per- 
orm? WORE . 
But I take it, that the flight Regard had. 
to the moſt ſacred and venerable Inſtitution 
of the Lord's Supper, hath had the moſt un- 
happy Tendency of all, to make Men que» 
ſtion, whether there be any thing at all in 
Religion; or, whether Mens Profeſſion there- 
TS of, be any more than what is owing to Cu- 
ſtom, or defigned for Shew. | * a 
| I defign not in this Attempt, to vindicate 
the Honour of every ebuſed Chriſtian Inſtitu- 
tion; but only (as the Title will give the 
Reader Ground to expect) that of the Lord's 
Supper: And if I perform the firſt Part of the 
propoſed Work, and evidence the Dignity of” 
the Inſtitution ; I think it will follow as a na- 
rural and neceſſary Conſequence, that this 
Dignicy ſhould be maintained and kept up, 
as far as in them lies, by all who profeſs to, 
3 — it: Eſpecially by Magiſtrates and 
liniſters. | | 8 
= 1 ſhall begin then, with offering ſome 
WF Conſiderations to evidence the Dignity a 
| | this 


6 An Exqul v concerning the Dignity of | 

{dis facred Ordingnee,.” Not that I can pro» 
poſe to offer entirely ;new Things, but per- 
haps Things may be ſet in ſomewhat , 2 nezw 
and I would hope more ſtriking Light. Many 


- * . 


q A re profeſſedly believed and known, 


which yer have need to be repeatedly and in 
4 different Ways inculcated ; and poflibly ſui- 
| table Impreſſions may be made upon our 
Minds at one Time, which have before been 
frequently attempted to be made, but with- 
rn 6 
It may not be impropes to obſerve here, 
lat the Things made uſe of in this Ordinance, 
though valuable and of great Uſe to Man-, 
kind, yet demand no Reverence from ps, but 
they become venerable on Account of the Uſes 
they are ſet apart unto. And this Method, of. 
conſecrating ſome otherwiſe common Things, to 
ſpecial and ſacred Purpoſes, has been uſual (I. 
| think) in all Religions (whether true or falſe) 
and from that Time forward, they have been 
looked upon and treated with an higher Re- 
| gard than before. What Wonder then if the 
| Author of the Chriſtian Religion, has purſued 
a Method, which Humane Reaſon hath ſo 
univerſally approved of, ang given a Kind of 
a Sanction unto. And therefore there is no 
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FH Ground fer Contempt, vo nor of leſs Hen. I. 
$ on Account of the Corpmonne/s of the Things Wie 
1 ate uſe of in this ſacred Service ; 


In evidencing the Dignity whereof ; I hall Mt 
make uſe of t Sets of Arguments: The for- 


mer to. be drawn from hg New are, 4. 
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te Oc linanet of the Lonbsserbir. 


count of -this Ordinanct; tlie other from 2 
|; _— of the Church of England, as ma- 
nifeſted by her Words,” and by Der” Pfaer . 
And the Arguments of both Ki e 
weigh with every one that defires to be ab 
counted a true Member thereof : — 

I ſhall firſt. produce ſome 8 we ts . 
mente for evincing the Honour e 

In trio. 88 vow, 

In Order hereto; let us confider cht Int? 
'eator;” the Time of Inflitution, the Ends de- 
= /gned to be anſwered by the Tnftetutfon of 
© laſtly, the enn Guard the Apoftle Pail, 
by: the Direction of the Holy Ghoſt, ha 
ſer about this Ordinance; and © Aer: a Repr <5 


ſentation he has given, of the Eonſeqt 
[ of an undue Regard hereto. 
Fil, If we conſider, Who was he 5 
tutor of this Ordinance; this ſhould, raiſe o 
value for the Inſtitution. It way the Lord 
Jeſus Chrift';' who did it not by Proxy, not 
by another in his Name, but in his own Per- 
ſon, according to the (a) Authority veſted 


in him, to do and appoint wha te might 
de for the Good of bia Church. _ * ghe 


No though there are very Uftent Sen. 


iments among Men what Rant of Be eng! 
brift fangs in; yet thoſe who fink his Nas 


ure loweſt, ſuppoſe him to be the moſt exre}; 
ent of Men, that he had a large'Commiſſio 


rom God, had a Right to be our. 


AN or 3 | | 4 N 2 1 
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8 Ar Eav conrerning che Dignity f, 


and had full Power to alter, reverſe, or con- 


ſtitute Things in the Church of God; and 


therefore even ſuch Perſons are hound to re- 
ard the Inſtitution, for the Sake of the In- 
ſtitutor: But if we riſe higher in our Senti- 
ments of Chriſt, if we think of him as more 
than a Man, as above Angels, yea, the Lord 
of Angels (5); if we think of Him (c) as 
truly and properly God, and to be honout- 
ed (4) as the Father; the higher — 
we entertain of the Perſon, the greater Ve- 
neration ſhould. we have of che Infitution. 
If Chtiſt be as the Nicene Creed declares 
(which all our Clergy fubſoribe, and 16: fre- 
quendy pronounce as their own Faith, the 
Congregatien joining in the Rehearſal of it) 
God of God, Light of Ligbt, very Gad of very 
God, of one Subſtance. with the. Hurber, and 
woho is to come again with Glory, t judge doth 
the Quick and Dead: I ay, if we belivve 
theſe Articles, ſurely we ſhall think durſelves 
moſt ſtrongly obliged, to pay à due Regard 

to e erch alli 03 011310998 ner 
Secondly, The Conſideration of che Tine, 
when Chriſt inſtituted this Ordinance, will 1 
beſpeak out greater Value for it. When (e) 4 


our merciful and kind, Redeemer,: was juſt 
ready to enter upon the molt. dyffica/#'and 


dreadful Part of His Work, when He knew 
Be was going (/ to. be betrayed, denird, 
orſaken by His Diſciples, 3 4 

6:6 18 


rn 


(5) Heb. i. 6. (c) John i. 1. (4) John v. 23. 
(e) Matth. xxvi. 26, &c. (F) 1: Cor: xi. 4 
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His Enemies; to ſuffer and die, and that 
with more than ordinary Circumſtances of 
Shame and Pain; then did He inſtitute this 
Ordinance: And it is certain, that ſuch 4 
' Perſon, and at ſueb a Time, would not ap- 
point a 7riffing Thing, or a Matter of /mall 


Moment; ſure He that conſiders the Circum- 


ſtances, the Inſtitutor was in at the Time of 
Inſtitution; will not ſlight the /olemn Appornt- 
ment of @ dying Saviour. [9501 


Thirdly, Let us conſider the Ends deſigned 
to be anſwered by this Inſt itution, in order 


to Excite our greater Regard unto it. 


It was appointed, with a Deſign that we 


might: teſtify ous Adherence and Subjection 


to Cbriſt; and it ſeetns analogous to our tak- 


ing the Oaths of Allegiance to the Government. 


It has its Name Sacrament, from the Sacra- 


mentum Militare of the Romans; and when 


we conſider Chriſt as the (g) Captain f our 
Salvation,” by this we avow Subjection to 


Him, and ' ſolemnly profeſs our , Allegiance, 
and that we will fight under his Banner. 


It was deſigned alſo for a Commemoration 


of Chriſt's Death, as that which we are much 


concerned in, and ought to be deeply affected 


wich. This End of the Inſtitution the Apo- 
ſtle Paul makes particular (5) Mention of; 
and it has a very natural Fendency to an- 


ſwer this End. 
B F arther, 


(e) Heb. il. 1 (5) 1 Cor. xi. 26, 


ii 


10 An Exori concerning the Dignity of 
Farther, it was deſigned to promote our 
Jprritual Improvement, to confirm and ſtreng- 


then our Faith in Chriſ}, and excite in us a 
greater Degree of Love to Him, who loved 


us ſo as to give himſelf for us. 


Finally, it was deſigned to be a Bond of 
Union among Chriſtians, that they being ma- 


ny might, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, be (i) one 


Bread, that hereby they might be cemented, 
ſtrongly knit together in mutual Affection, as 
thoſe who are united under one and the ſame 
Head. How ſad is it that the Bond of Love, 
ſhould ever be abuſed to promote Divifions ! 


And how plain is it from the Scripture Ac- 
count of this Service, that the Deſigns pro- 


poſed to be anſwered by it, are purely of a 


- ſparitual, and not in the leaſt of any inferior 


Nature 

Fourthly, If we conſider the ſolemn Guard, 
St. Paul by divine Direction, has ſet about 
this Ordinance, and in what ſtrong Terms he 
has ſet forth, the dangerons Conſequences of an 
undue Approach thereto, this will farther 
ſerve to evidence its Dignity. It is plain by 
his whole Diſcourſe, 1 Cor. xi. 20, &c, that 
unworthy receiving, is not barely a poſſible 
Thing, but what we are in great Danger of, 
yea, is too common; that che Guilt of un- 
worthy Receivers, has a Kind of Correſpon- 


dence with theirs, who a&rally eric fied the 


* Teſs, Lad had their Hands embrued 
in 


(;) 1 Cor x. 17. 
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in this Blood; that ſuch expoſe themſelves to 


temporal Fudg ments, are in a Senſe Self-con- 
demned, and-that they are in the utmoſt Ha- 
zard of eternal Damnation; and that to pre- 
vent theſe unhappy. and dreadful Conſe- 
quences, the ſtricteſt Examination, and moft 
careful Preparation is neceſſary. 

Now I leave it to every conſidering and 
impartial Perſon, whether ſo great a Man as 


St. Paul, and one divinely inſpired, would 


have ſaid ſo much on this Head, if the Digni- 
ty of this Ordinance were not exceeding great. 
I proceed to the other Set of Arguments, 
to be drawn from the Sentiments of the Church 
of England, as diſcoverable both from her 
Words, and from her Practiſes. Now though 
I do not expect, much leſs deſire, theſe ſhould 
be looked upon with the /ame Regard as the 
former; yet it would be abſurd for any true 
Son f the Church, not to regard or be in+ 
fluenced by them. I" 
Let us firſt ſee what Ideas concerning this 
Ordinance, the Church of England by her 
Fords plainly deſigns to excite in our Minds. 
If we oonſult her Articles, Canons, or Com- 
muniom-Service, we ſhall find them full of the 
Dignity thereof. The xxviiith Article declates, 
That the Supper of the Lord, is not only 
4a Sign of the Love, that Chriſtians ought to 
* have among themſelves one to another ; but 
* rather it is a Sacrament of our Redemption 
* by Chriſt's Death: Inſomuch, that to ſuch 
* as rightly, worthily, and with Faith receive 
Kd: B 2 "I 
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12 An boi concerning the Dignity of | 
* the ſame, the Bread which we break, is 2 


e partaking of the 1 of Chriſt, and like- 
« wiſe the Cup of Bleſſing, is a partaking of 
e the Blood of Chriſt. And afterwards 
© The Body of Chriſt: is given, taken and 
% eaten in the Supper, only after an hea- 
« venly ſpiritual Manner. And the Mean 
te whereby the Body of Chriſt is received, 
* and eaten in the Supper, is Faith.“ 

The xxvith, xxviith, and xxviiith Canons 
ſet as ſtrong a Guard, as Words are capable 
of being, about the Holy Table, were they 
but duely obſerved, directly excluding from 
the Participation of this Ordinance notorious 
Offenders, Schiſmatics, and Strangers. Which 
evidences, that the Compilers were carefully 


for maintaining the Dignity of this Service, 


and the Reverence due thereto. 

But the Communion- Service is more knidwh 
by the Generality, and more frequently eon- 
ſulted, than Articles or Canons; and here in 
as few, as copious and ſtrong Expreſſions can go, 
this Inſtitution has its Honour ſecured. 

Firſt, In the Exhortation, which is appoint- 
ed to be read upon the Sunday, or ſome Ho- 
liday immediately preceding, we are told 
That the Sacrament being ſo divine and 
comfortable a Thing, to them who receive 
© ir worthily, and ſo dangerous to them that 
* will preſume to receive it unworthily : My 
« Duty is to exhorc you in the mean Seaſon, 
to conſider the DIGNITV of that Holy 
5 Myſtery, and the great Peril of the un- 

A worthy 
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© worthy receiving thereof,” And ſo the 
Exhortation proceeds to prepare carefully far - 
the participating in that Sacred Ordinance. 
Secondly, There is a ſtrict Charge in the 
Rubrics before the Communion-Service, to 
keep back' from this Ordinance , = and 
notorious ill Livers; and that thoſe between 
whom it is perceived that Malice and Fon 
reign, be not ſuffered to partake of the Lord 
Table. „ — 
Thirdly, That Part of the Communion-Ser. 
vice, which is prefatory or by way of ſolemn 
Introduction, to the actual Adminiſtration of 
the Ordinance ſhews, that it is no common 
or trivial Thing we are going to engage in, 
when we en the Lord's Table; ſuch x 
reciting 'the Ten Commandments, with an 
earneft Prayer to be repeated after each; doth 
not this plainly intimate, that every Com- 
municant, is bound to endeavour. after uni- 
verſal and uniform Obedience, to the Will of 
God? Again, The rehearſing the Nicene 
Creed, the People ſtanding, to ſignify it is 
their own Faith; Does not this intimate, 
Comunicants muſt be Believers of Chriſtian 
Doctrines, as well as Performers of Chriſtian 
Duties ? he 
Again, The Sentences, one or more of 
which the Prieſt is to recite, when he returns 
to the Lord's Table and begins the Ofertory, 
ſeem to me deſigned to ſhew, what Kind of 
Perſons they muſt be, whe would approve 
themſclves to be worthy Communicants. 
Pe. Fourthly, 
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14 An ENQUIRY concerning the Dignity of 
6 : Fourthly, The Exbortation that is made at 
the Time of Celebration, that as diligent 
Trial and Examination was neceſſary before 
any ſhould preſume to approach the holy Ta- 
ble; ſo the. Benefit will he exceeding great to 
wart hy Communicants :, But on the other hand 
the Danger great, ta receive unworthily ; for 
then we are guilty of the. Body and Blood of 
Chriſt our Saviour, and eat and drink our 
own Damnation, not conſidering the Lord's 
Body; we kindle: God's Wrath againſt us; 
we provoke him to plague us with divers Dif- 
eaſcs,: and ſundry Kinds of Death: And it 
concludes, To — (Chriſt) therefore with 
the Father, and. thetioly hell let us give 
as we ate moſt bounden), continual Thanks, 
See ours wholly to his Will and 
leaſure, and ſtudying, to ſerve him in true 


Holineſs and Rightecufnefs all the Days of 


our Life. . we” 
 PFifthly, The humble Confeſſion to be made 
by Miniſter and People, expreſſive of the 
deepeſt: Contrition and Sorrow of Heart for 
Sin, and the ;moſt earneſt Repentance; pro- 
feſſing that the Remembrance of our Sins is 
grievous, and the Burden intolerable. | 
What a Reflection would it be upon the 
Wiſdom of, the Church, as well as its Piety, 
to ſuppoſe ſuch an . as the ſeveral 
Things mentioned, deſigned to introduce any 
Thing, but a Matter of very great Conſe- 
ob 


1 


Sixth. 


the Ordinance of theLoxÞ's SUrrER. 15 
Sixtbiy, The ſolemn Form ef Words to 
be uſed in the Acts of communicating. 
When the Miniſter delivers the Bread; he 
is to ſay to each Perſon, © The Body of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which was given for 
« Thee, preſerve thy Body and Soul unto 
« everlaſting Life. Take and eat this in 
« Remembrance that Chriſt died for thee, 
« and feed on Him in thy Heart by Faith 
„ with Thankſgiving. And when he de- 
livers the Cup, he is to ſay, The Blood ef 
ce our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which was ſhed 
« for thee, preſerve thy Body and Soul unto 
« everlaſting Life. Drink this in Remem- 
« brance that Chriſt's Bleod was ſhed for 
« thee, and be thankful.” 
3 When we lay all this together, ſurely if 
ve may judge of the Church's Sentiments 
by her Words; ſhe looks upon this as a moſt 
= /acred and ſolemn Inſtitution, and of the high- 
4 Dignity. | 
ö We proceed to diſcover her Apprehen- 
ſions of this Ordinance from her Prac- 
tiſes. | | 
Firſt, The Solemnity of placing the Com- 
munion Table Altar-wi/e, at the upper End 
of the Church, upon a Place advanced ſe- 
veral Steps, above the Body of the Church, 
and railed in, the Rails being ſet at ſome 
Diſtance from the Table, to keep the Laity 
from a rude or near Approach. Add to this 
che Practiſe of many of our Clergy, and 
others, who make a lw Reverence towards 


be 
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16 An ENQUIRY conrerning the Dignity of 
| the Altar, upon their coming into Church; 
and their going up to or towards the 
Table 15 1 4 
Secondly, The Practiſe of diſtributing the 
Bread and Wine at the Rails, and expecting 
the Communicants ſhould come thither to 
participate. The Miniſter not being willing 
to carry the Elements about; perhaps leſt 
ſome Accident ſhould happen, by ſtumbling 
or otherwiſe, and ſo they might fall to the 
„ 1 r 
Thirdly, The Geſture to be uſed in com- 
municating, via. Kneeling, to ſhew the ut- 
moſt Reverence. Which Order we are told 
was well meanten, for a Signification of an 
humble and grate ful Acknowledgment, of 
the Benefits: of. Chriſt therein given, to all 
worthy Receivers, and for avoiding Profana- 
tion or Diſorder. Vs Wo 3 
Fourtbhiy, The Practice of giving the Sa- i 
crament, to Perſons that deſire it in their dy- 
ing Moments, as the moſt ſolemn Preparation 
for Eternity. Dying Work is awful Work; 
and it is not uſual or decent to rifle with 
Perſons in ſuch Circumſtances : I ſuppoſe then, 
that the Adminiſtration of this Ordinance to 
dying Perſons, is deſigned to be of Service to 
| help them to die both ſafely and comforts 
ably. | | 1 
Now upon the whole; What ſtrange 
Thoughts muſt we have of our Church, if 
we 


* Fee the Advertiſement at the End of the Communion. 
. Service. 
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we ſuppoſe ſhe is not ſerious and in carneſt 
'In all this? Is ſhe trifling with her Miniſters, 
the Clergy, and impoſing on her Members, 
the Laity? Surely No: We cannot but be- 
lieve it is her Deſign to infuſe into our 
Minds, a reverential. Regard to this ſacred 
Inſtitution ; and that ſhe really believes it 
worthy of ſo awful Reſpect to be paid to it; 
| . Thus I have gone through the firſt Part of 
my propoſed Work; and 1 would hope to 
the Conviction, and Satisfaction of unpreju- 
diced and impartial Readers; ſo that they 
will be excited to have ſuitable. and hongu- 
rable Thoughts of this Ordinance; and will 
be rendered fincerely deſirous to do what they 
can, to maintain the Dignity, and to correct 
what has an unhappy Tendency to degrade 
and leſſen it in Mens Eſteem. 1 
I apprehend: no Chriſtian ought to look 
upon himſelf as unconcerned : Bur ſurely 
Magiſtrates and Miniſters are eſpecially obli- 
fed to be careful in this Matter. 
If any advanced to the Office of Magi 
friracy, and ſet in Places of Power and Truſt, 
ſhould caſt their Eyes on theſe Pages; I 
would humbly offer to their Thoughts this 
Conſideration: Can it be expected, if Di- 
vine Inſtitutions are diſregarded and profane- 
ly trampled on, that Humane Appointments 
will be conſcientiouſly obſerved? Nay Ma- 
giſtracy itſelf may come to have its Honout 
leſſened; for he that will make bold with 
one Divine —_— may with another. 
| | And 


* 
A. 

% : 
yh * 
"m 
) 
h, 

4 bs: 
4 „ 
4 15 
* 
" 
"= 
' 
up 
, Th 
i 
d, ti 
»1 
1 . 
}, 
'y * 
4; 
1 
1 1 
* $ 
1 
x a 
"1 
U 14 
: 1 
4 * 
#% „ 
«4 6" 
A * 
& 
* * 
** 
x 
" "| 
MM 
3 
1333 
Xx 
=” : 
9 
5 11 
* 
a 
11 
4 ö 
N x 
1 
: 
© . ' 
1 
14 
L 4 
Y | 
4 
P * 
5 
i, 
. F , 4 
f 
* 
{ 
I 
, * 
” 1 
1 ' 
. 1 
* 
* 


And may not Men of corrupt Minds, he 
ready to entertain leſs honourable Thoughts 


18 An ENQUIRY concerning the Dignity of 


of Magiſtracy, though it be God's Ordinance, 
as well as of the Lord's Supper, which is ſo 
alſo. Beſides, I conceive the Office of Ma- 


giſtracy was deſigned to ſecure the Honour 


of God, as well as the Welfare of thoſe over 


whom they are ſet. Now is it not for God's 
Honour, to have the Dignity of His Inſtitu- 


tions carefully maintained; and as we muſt 


not contemn God's Altar by offering polluted 
Bread, Mal. i. 7. and thereby deſpiſe God's 
Name, ſo muſt it be kept as free as poſſible 


from all Kind of Defilements; but if the Ho- 
nour of God, the Supreme Magiſtrate, the 
King of Kings, be not regarded, what will 
become of the Honour' due to Magiſtrates 
under Him? 3 . 

To Our Clergy I would offer with all due 
Regard. Will not the Securing the Honour 
of this Ordinance, have a Tendency to ſe- 
cure the Honour of every other Ordinance, 
and to eſtabliſh the Dignity of. the Miniſterial 
Function? The Clergy were appointed and 
ordained, for the Adminiſtration of Ordi- 
nances. If Ordinances then be looked upon 


as mean Things, Miniſters will ſoon be looked 


upon as mean Perſons. Both Duty then and 
Intereſt, will ſtrongly plead both with Mini- 
ſters and Magiſtrates, to exert themſelves, 
and uſe their Intereſt, yea, the utmoſt of 
their Endeavours, to prevent and remove 
every Thing that may have a Tendency to 
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rofane this Inſtitution, and alſo to ſecure 

its real and deſerved Honour. | 
I queſtion not bur ſome have been ready 
long ago to aſk; Who is for profaning this 
Ordinance? Or, How is its Digaity leſ- 
'ſened ? *. | . 
I would earneſtly intreat ſuch ſeriouſly to 
conſider ; firſt, If promiſcuous Admiſſions to 
the Lord's Table * : ſecondly, If an Obliging 
all Perſons upon their Entrance into any 
Places of Honour, Truſt or Profit in the 
State, to receive the Holy Communion; I 
ſay, If both theſe have not an unhappy 
Tendency hereunto ? 
As to the former; I am ſenſible there are 
ſome Guards ſer, ſome Rules laid down; 
But are they ſufficient? Are they obſerved? 
And an inſufficient unobſerved Rule, what 
can it avail? Who that purpoſe to commu- 
nicate, give in their Names to the Curate, 
at leſt the Day before, as the Rubric directs? 
And perhaps it would be exceeding difficult, 
to comply with it in ſome large Market 
Towns, where there is but one Pariſh- Church 
and the Boundaries thereof of great Extent. 

Holbeach in Lincolnſhire particularly is a 
Market-Town of this Kind, and there are 
Villages near it likewiſe, where there are 
Houſes fix, eight, yea, I think ten Miles dir 
ſtant from the Pariſh-Church, ee 
7 C2 Heſides, 


_ * I know ſome whom promiſcuous Admiſſians have drove to 
the Diſſenters for the Sake of purer Communion. And this is 
ene Reaſon they bring for their Diſſent. | a . 


* 20 AnEnquiy concerning the Dignity of 
= | Beſides, If a notoriouſly wicked Perſon pre- 
M * ſents himſelf to the Communion, and he be 
| rejected as he ought to be, the Miniſter ſo 
rejecting, is liable to a Proſecution, unleſs he 
' himſelf proſecutes the Rejected, in the Spi- 
ritual Court within the Space of Fourteen 
Days. And what can a poor Curate whole 
8 ' Salary. perhaps, ſcarce amounts to 30 J. per 
* | ' Amum, and has a Family to maintain, What 
can he do, I ſay, againſt his powerful, rich 
and vicious Neighbour in the Way of Proſe- 
cution, and yet his Conſcience tells him, he 
' ought to debar his Acceſs to that Service, till 
Charity ſhall ſuggeſt ſome Ground to - hope 
he is reformed ? What more 2 Method 
ſhould be taken, to prevent ſuch promi ſcuous 
and as I think irregular Admiſſions, I leave 
to, the great Wiſdom and Prudence of thoſe, 
who have Authority to rectify. what is amiſs. 
a But if I miſtake not, the Caſe is harder 
vi ſtill upon our Clergy, with reſpect to ſuch as 
8 preſent themſelves to the Lord's Table, in 
3s order to be qualified for the Execution of ſome 
1 Office or Employment Civil or Military, whom 
I ſuppoſe, they have no Power to reject, let 

their CHaracter or Conduct be what it will. 

Vea, it ſeems an Hardſhip upon the Perſons 

Ef? ſo obliged to qualify themſelves. ; 
5 Now concerning this Obligation upon ſuch 
I Officers, to receive the, Holy Communion, 

in and. on. Miniſters to admit them thereto ; 1 
* would with the greateſt Deference and Re- 
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. to =. Super iors, 1 ihe 
1 eries. ty er 
Feſt. Whether it be neceſfirya Man ſhould 
be of the e/teb/iſbed Religion of a pe gr ke or 
adhere to the Circumſtantiali of that 
to make him fit to ſuſtain a Place of Profer 
or Truſt? I take it Papiſs are exehyded'in 
our Proteſtant Nation, for a very god Rea» 
ſon, not on account of their Religion,” confi- 
dered as ſuch; but becauſe! they maintain 
Principles utterly inconſſtent _ foe ey 
„ oh mer fvert 577: 63 Fr 
. Did Heathen Emperors ne infft upen 
it, that their Officers ſhould be of their Re» 
ligion, did they not admit Chuan t Poſfs 
of Honour and Truſt? Were not the Pratt. 
ftants in France, before the Revocation of 
the Edict of Nants, quali ſied by Law for Of- 
fices in the State, and accordingly were fo 
employed? Nay, Do do not the Fenetrans at 
this very Time, employ Count Schulemberg as 
their General, who is a Proteſtant? And tan 
it be more dangerous for England, t6 employ 
a Proteſtant of the Lutheran Fre -fron, for In- 
ſtance, that yet does not ſee it proper or his 
Duty to comply with our Church Eftabl: 1 
ment? Why ſhould Epiſcopal Proteftants, be 
more rigorous than Heathens, than Papiſts! 
May not a Lutheran, Proteſtant, or a Pro- 
teſtant of any other Perſuaſion, be a conſcien- 
= tous Perſon, a truly Man? And he that 
WF is ſuch, will faithfully, according to his Abi- 
I lit, and as he hath Opportunity, ſerve Ty 
1 G 


22 An Exqpixr concerning the Dignity of 
God, his Country, his King, his Friend : 
And what Reaſon ſhould there be to exclude 
him ? who could' and would be of confidera- 
ble, public Uſefulneſs, might he but be em- 
ployed. . Or. can it be fuppoſed, that a Church 
of England Man in Profeſſion, but immoral 
and vicious in Practice, is ſafer to be intruſts 
ed with Power and Authority, than a mo- 
ral honeſt Lutheran, who unhappily, and yet 
conſcientiouſly believes Conſubſtantiation? 
Secondly, Whether our Bleſſed Lord ever 
deſigned the Sacrament for a Civil Uſe, or 
that it ſhould be Teſt of a Man's Qualifica- 
tion, for à Poſt in the Government, either 
in a Civil or Military Way? If any one ſhall 
aſſert this is agreeable to Chriſt's Deſign; he 
is hound to prove it. [28 
If not, it will be difficult to ſhew, that the 
Ordinance'is herein not perverted and miſuſed. 
It ſeems very plain to me, that Chrift's Ap- 
intments are to be kept cloſe to the Deſign 
of their Inſtitution, unleſs it can be ſhewn, 
that he has any where given Leave to apply 
them to ſome other Purpoſe, according to the 
Pleafure of the Civil Magiſtrate. And I can- 
not but think, Our Civil Governors would 
be very much diſpleaſed, and count it an 
Interfering with their Authority, ſhould any 
ſubordinate Magiſtrate, take upon him to ap- 
ply their Laus and Conſtitutions, to quite dif- 
ferent Purpoſes from thoſe for which they 
were made; and that they would be ready to 
inflitt ſome Puniſhment on the Offender, in 
Hal order 
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order to prevent any daring Attempt of that 
Nature for the future. And I would intreat 
thoſe whom it may concern, to conſider, 
whether the Name of God is not taken in 

vain in this Ordinance, when it is made uſe 
of to a Purpoſe exceeding foreign to the De- 

ſign of its Inſtitution? 1 75 

Thirdly, What muſt a C an do, to 
avoid ung his. Conſcience and diſplea- 
ſing Ged, as he thinks on the one hand, or 
being ruined on the other? Clergymen are 
under peouliar Obligations, and they would 
be unfaithful Stewards, if they ſhould not 
be very much concerned for the Honour of 

cheir great Lord, and for the Credit of His 

Inſtitutions: And I ſuppoſe they remember 
Chriſt's expreſs Prohibition, (4) Give not that 
bich is holy unto Dogs ; by which Term pro- 
ane and notoriouſly wicked Men are certain- 
meant. Now I conceive a State ſhould 
Wcindly endeavour, both for the Honour and 
omfort of the Clergy, as much as poflible to 
emove all heavy Burdens and Incumbrances 
rom them: Our State has done ſo, with Re- 
pect to many Civil Matters; there ſeems 
greater Reaſon as to Concerns of a ſpiritual 
ature. But of this ſomewhat hath been 
aid before. 

Fourthly, Is it fit or Chriſtian-like, to re- 

Wuce a Man to this /ad Dilemma; I muſt 
Warve in this World, or run the Hazard of 

| | being - 


0 Matth. vii. 6, 


24 Ar Enwiny concerning the Dignity of 
being damned (7) in the next? And thou 
were even this the Caſe, it is eaſy to 
which a Man ſhould chuſe; yer a uur hs 
Family and preſing Neceſfities, which a Man 
knows tio other Way of ſupplying comforta- 
bly or evefi tolerably, will have a very pows= 
erful Influence to make him comply with 
that which his Conſcience tells him he is not 

fit to engage in, that ſo he may obtain a com- 
forcable Subſiſtence. And though it may be 
faid a Man ſhould prepare himſelf and be fit 
for ſuch a Service, yet ſaying ſo will not 
make a Man fo. I have heard of two In- 
ftances, Which I muſt ſay are very ſhocking, g 
both of Perſons ſenſible of their Unfitneſs for 
fo ſolemn an Ordinance, and Neceflity call. 
ing upon them to qualify themſelves for 4 ; 


Place of Profit. 

The one Thought to evade it, by putting 
the Bread in his Mouth and not eating it, but 
taking it out again as ſoon as he could, and 
putting it in his Pocket in order to e 
of it ſome other Way; and when the Cup 
was delivered to him; only put it to his 
Mouth and did not drink a Drop. 

The other having communicated, being 
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lible ſeveral Inſtances parallel to theſe, ma 
have happened; but if only theſe, it is fu 
ficient to ſhew the Inconvenience of layin; 
ſuch an Obligation promiſcuouſly, ' on ali . 
thoſe of whom we are ſpeaking.  _ . 
Bur perhaps ſome may be ready to put me 
in Mind, That the Defign of the Law, that 
all Officers ſhould receive the Sacrament ac- 
cording to the Uſage of the Church r Eng- 
land, was to keep out Papiſts, thoſe impla- 
cable Enemies to Proteſtant Stats. 
Beſides ſaying, we muſt not purſue a Jaud- 
able Defign by unwarrantable Methods, I 
would beg Leave here alſo ro quer 
Firſt, May not Papiſis (eſpecially if ſome 
grand Deſign be in View for the promoting 


1 their Cauſe) have Diſpenſations granted, to 


omply with any Thing to prevent Suſpici- 


n, and carry on their Deſign the more ſe- 


urely? If they have had Diſpenſations and 


Commiſſions for the graſe% Immoralities , 
Perjuries, Murders, Treaſons for the promo- 


ting their Cauſe; nay have not ſome of them 
hoi ſoned their God (as they ſuppoſe their Hoſt. 
to be) to 3 their Villainous Deſigns. 
have read of an Emperor whom they fo 
got rid of; and if the tragical Hiſtory of 
etzer be to be credited, they have perpe- 
rated ſuch an horrid Crime more than once. 
an any Thing bind them, one of the Arti- 
les of whoſe Creed it is, That no Faith is 


'*. Thoſe whom Oaths will not bind, I cannot fee how ga- 
ments ſhould bind them, 
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ſtant Church, and then the Law will not an- 


antiation, or a general Attendance upon the 


piſts, as the Method objected againſt? - . © | 
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to be kept with Hereticks? Can any Thing n- 
ſure us of the Veracity of ſuch, as are al- 
lowed with their dying Breath to deny plain- 
ly proved Facts? Surely. then they may have 
a Diſpenſation to communicate in a Prote- 


ſwer its profefledly deſigned End: + -* 
Secondly, May not ſome Method be found 
out more Li to exclude Papiſts, without 
expoſing the ſolemn Ordinance to a Profana- 
tion and Abuſe? The greater Number of 
thoſe who are admitted to Offices, have given 
no Manner of Occaſion to /uſpect their being 
any other than true Proteſtants : However it 
is an eaſy Matter to appoint only ſuch as are 
evidently ſuch. And if it ſhould be thought 
fit to have ſome public Teſt; would not a ſo- 
lemn Renunciation of the Pope, or Tranſub- 


Proteſtant Way of Worſhip, witneſſed by 
credible Perſons dwelling .in the Neighbours 
hood, be as ſufficient to prove them no Pa- 


Thirdly, Are we now in any conſiderable 
Danger of the Intruſion of Papiſts, into Places 
of Power and Truſt? I apprehend not. In+ 
deed the Danger hereof was great, when the 
Law I am referring to was firſt made; but 
that Danger as far as I am capable of judg- 
ing has been over ſome Years. Now if the 
Reaſons of the Corporation and T ej} Atts are 
new ceaſed? May it not ſeem meet to Par- 
liamentary Wiſdom, to repeal them? It is cer- 
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rain. the apparent and profeſſed Deſign of 
cheſe Laws was to exclude Papiſts, and that 

not on Account of their Religion, as Reli- 
gion, but the Principles they hold inconſi- 
ſtent with the Safety of our State. But it is 
not conceived we are in ſo much immediate 
Danger from them now as formerly. 

Fourtbiy, Are not Deifts in Reality greater 

Enemies to the Church of England than Pa- 

piſts, or any others deſigned to be excluded 
Offices Civil or Military? Theſe are Enemies 
to Chriſtianity it/elf ; and conſequently muſt 

be in a peculiar Manner ſo to the Clergy, 

W whom they look upon with Contempt, and 

maſt think an unneceſſary Charge and Bur- 

den upon the People: So that Whatever the 

State has, the Church has Reaſon to be jea- 

lous of them, leſt the Priviledges and Profits 

of choſe who attend on Her Altars ſhould be 

abridged and diminiſhed, if theſe ſhould ger 

ſufficient Power in their Hands. If any Teſt 
be neceſſary, is it not more needful to have 
a Teſt of Perſons being Chriſtians, than of 
their being Proteſtants, and more till than 
of their being Proteſtants of - fuch a Party or 
Denomination ? And let it be conſidered here, 
What a Profanation and dreadful Abuſe. of 
the Lord's Supper is it, to admit Deiſts there 
to, who canner be ſuppoſed to make any 
Conſcience of, or think themſelves obliged. 

Wy that which they look upon as no more 

chan a Trick and Impoſture? To ſee ſuch an 

one on his Knees, receiving the Bread or Cup 
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Memorials of our Lord's Paſſieh and Death, 
and /aughing in his Sleeve at the Prieſteraft of 


the Miniſter, and the Folly as he thinks it 
of thoſe that mind or lay any Streſs on ſuch 


a Service. * | 


Fifthly, Whether if our Proteſtant Diſen- 


ters, are deſigned by the Continuance of this 
Injunction I am referripg to (and it is evi- 


dent that was not the profeſſed Deſign at the 


firſt Enacting thereof) to be kept out of 


Places of Power and Truſt; it anſwers the 
End? Seeing many of them can and do con- 


form occaſionally ; though there are ſome of 


them, whom even Ambition, Profit, or a 


Proſpect of Service, do not prevail with to 
comply. If any Diſſenting Proteſtant hath, 
ſuitable Qualifications for the Diſcharge of an 
Office, and is thought fit to be employed in 
one by our Superiors, their communicating 
according to the Law, does not increaſe” their 
real Fitneſs. And if they are in themſelves 
unfit, though communicating may give them 
a legal Qualification, it cannat convey to them 
either Honeſiy cor Ability. But if Proteſtant 
Diſſenters are not deſigned to be excluded; 

one 


: 


*I am credibly informed, that the late 41--y Cn, Eſqʒ the 
uted Author of ſeveral Treatiſes, tending to promote Deiſm, 
being in Commiſſion for the Peace, and therefore obliged to 
nalify himſelf ecoveding bo the Law; uſed to give Notice of his 
eſign in this ludicrous Manner to the Miniſter; Sir, I defign to 
take a Bit of Bread and a Cup of Wine with you. And when it 
was put cloſe to him by a Friend, How he could conſiſtent with 
his Principles engage in ſuch a Service, he turned it off thus: 
2 do it (ſaid he) to pay « Compliment te the Cum of my 
Anrry. 
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one would think a ſtated Attendance at a Pre- 
reſtant Place of Worſhip, certified by the Mi” | 


niſter and Two or Three of the Heads of a 
Congregation, i to which a Perſon Bilbbex,” 
ſhould be ſufficient to prove him'a Froce- 
ſtant. But if it can be made appear, that 
thoſe Proteſtant Diſſenters, Who — Yo 


caſionally conformed, and got into 


have generally ſpeaking been wende ved to 


undermine and ruin Church and State; let the 
Perſons ſo behaving, be feverely puniſhed, 


and let ſuch dangerous Perſons be more effec- 


rually excluded, that they may net be in a 
Capacity of doing farther Miſchief. But let 
no ſolemn Ordinance be profaned, to anſwer 


this End; remembring the Apoſtle's Intima- 


tion, which ought. to have its Weight, Ne 
muſt not do Evil that Good may come of it. (m) 


Yea, we muſt be careful (n) that our Good be 


not Evil ſpoken of. 


Upon the Whole now, I would "_ this | 


farther Enquiry, Whether it is not the Con- 


cern, yea, the Duty of every one in his Place, 
to deſire, and modeſtly, and peaceably to en- 


deavour to have this Grievance redreſſed; 
this which ſeems to me to be a Diſorder, yea, 
Profanation rectified? That this Ordinance 


may be applied ſolely to its proper, primitive, 
defigned Uſe. I think our Nation 1s alone in 


this Practice; I am not aware that any Chri- 


ian State beſides, 1 8 a Chriſtian Ordi- 
nance 


(n) Rom. iii. 8. (2) Rom. xiv. 16. 
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ance defigned ſolely by the Inſtitutot for bi- 
ritual Eval Purpsſ urpeſes, to a evil Uſe. And let no 
Engliſhman 7 think bimſelf unconcerned. If 
the Practice be an Abuſe and Profanation of 
the Ordinance; then it is a National Sin, an 
Iniquity, eſtabliſhed. by Law, and on the ac- 
eount of ie we are in Danger of National 
ments. 1 may it not very juſtly be 
| Tagen that this Practice has had a fatal 
'Tendency to weaken Chriſtianity, and then 
the Growth and Prevalence of Dem and In- 
fidelity, is in a very great Meaſure owi 
hereto. Let us conſider, whether the Abuſe 
of the moſt ſolemn Ordinance of the Chriſtian 
Inftjrution, hath not a natural Tendency to 
— Men fet light by all others, and then 
by. the Miniftry, — ſo by Chriſtianity itſelf? 
iH not Men be apt to think that thoſe who 
- Plead for this Pradtiſe, do really look upon 
it as a Matter of no ſuch Moment, as. has 
been apprehended; nay, as only a State Trick, 
for 4 State Uſe ? Will it not give Occaſion 
for Refjection on the Church of England, ei- 
ther that her Words and Practiſes are to go 
for nothing, and that ſhe doth not herſelf 
believe the Dignity of this Inſtitution : Or, 
that. notwithſtanding the Dignity, ſhe is wil- 
ling to permit its being leflened to /erve @ 
P. ur poſe? Every real Chriſtian then, every 
true — of England Man, eſpecially every 
Clergyman, who is a Steward of the Myſte- 
ries of Chriſt (and it is required in Stewards, 
that a Man be Py faithful) ſhould uſe his 
regular 


— 6— uyww/....t 


tbe Qrdinancy of the Lonn's Sunnzzn. 31 
regular Endeavours, to ſecure the Haneur af 
this Ordinance. If Chriſt's Name JI 
which is only a Sound, be to be bowed at, 
in Token of Reſpect to him whoſe Nama t 
is? Surely the Lord's Supper, the maikawinl 

and ——— EN be 

carefully ſecured from any thi 
have an unhappy Influence to: ined: Goa 
tempt of it, or leſt Regard to it. 
And as to Magiſtrates, theſe even 'thaugh 

they be in the higheſt Authority oven: us, 
and are our Leg1/hators,” theſe, I ſay;-as Chai- 
ſtians, are under the /azme Qb/igation: ag pri- 
vate Chriſtians. And if there be iny thing 
Cogent in theſe Papers, I ſhould be glad they 
ſhoald be ſeen by, and have their-praper. In» 
fluence with them, for whom I hope I ha 
all ſuitable Veneration; yea, that they migia 
be conveyed to every Magiſtrate and Clergy 
man in the Kingdom. - Beſides, if we conſi- 
der our Legiſlators in their political Capacity 
as our Rulers, who are to conſult the Pu 

Good and Safety; what Expectation gan they 

have, that thoſe Men will prove true to 

them, that are not ſo to their God? And if 

once Men come to think meanly of ſome di: 

vine Appointments, Magiſtracy being alſo an 

Ordinance of God, may they not Cer lo 

think meanly of it? And I am perfugded th 

who are not for ſuitable Regulations in Chur 

Affairs, will be alſo for Anarchy in the State. 

The Conduct of the Sectaries in the laſt Age 

in our own Land, as well as thoſe in Germany 


before, 


er, ſhould induce them thereto. 


againſt profaning the Lord's Day: It will not 


32 Ax Enwiky concerning the Dignity of 
before, being ſufficient Proofs hereof. ' 80 
that it is even politic for our Governors to 
ſecure the Dignity of ſacred Inſtitutions, 
and Self · intereſt, were they to look no high- 


Beſide, Let us conſider, Governors were 
not conſtituted for their own: Sake, but the 
Divine Being mercifully appointed Govern- 
ment, and conſequently Governors, for the 
Sake of the Governed. They are therefore to 
conſult the Honour of him who is vaſtly a- 
bove them, and _ give any Occaſion to the 
trampling any is Appointments under 
Foot. 1 hey = to be Cy/todes utriuſque Ta- 
bule, muſt ' endeavour to ſecure the Obed i- 
ence of their Subject to every one of God's 
Laws, (o) are to be Mini ſters of God to them 
for Good, and are to take Care both of the 
Religious and Civil Intereſts of a Nation. 
Our Governors have been religiouſly care- 
ful to prevent Abuſes and Profanations in o- 
ther Caſes; thus we have Proclamations and 
Laus againſt profaning the Name of God, 
by Swearing, Curſing and Blaſphemy; and 
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be ſo conſiſtent, if they are not careful alſo 
to prevent profaning the Lord's Table. 

And ſuppoſe (if ſuch a Suppoſition may 
be made) any concerned in the Legiſlature; 
ſhould be themſelves inclined to Deiſm, and 
do not heartily embrace Chriſtianity ; they of 
37 e © TE! | | 
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the Ordinance of the Lord's SurrER. 33 
all Perſons ſure, will look upon themſelves 
obliged, from their own Principles, to endea- 
vour to take off an Obligation to that which 
they imagine to be no other than Fancy and 
Superſtition. Sure they will not have a hand 
in enforcing that which they look upon to 
be Prieſtcraft and an Impoſture. I make uſe 
of this only as an argumentum ad hominem. 
But I muſt needs fay, it would look but only, 
to ſee Deiſts calling upon Men, and forcing 
them to obſerve a Chriſtian Inſtitution, to 
ſecure their Fidelity, when at the ſame. 
time they believe there is no Tye at all in it. 
This would be ſome what like Fewiſh Inqui- 
fitors of Spain. | 
Thus I have gone through what I propo- 
ſed : The Performance muſt be ſubmitted to 
the Peruſer's Judgment, who I hope will be 
candid, and thatif he approves of it, he will 
endeavour to make it as extenſively ſervicea- 
ble as he can. I have wrote what appeared 
to me to be true and uſeful. If I am miſta- 
ken, ſcio me eſſe hominem; I never thought 
myſelf infallible. And I think I may fo- 
lemnly profeſs, that Concern for the Honour 
of Chriſt and this ſacred Ordinance, moved 
me to ſet Pen to Paper ; and that I do not 
know that I had any private End to anſwer, 
or ſelfiſh Inducement, I hope IL have ſaid no- 
thing unbecoming ; if I have it was unde- 
ſigned, and when it is ſhewn me, I will hum 
bly acknowledge it and beg Pardon. I deſire 
to have the utmoſt Reſpect for Magiſtrates, 
E eklſpecially 


34 An Exdqulx concerning the Dignity of 
eſpecially the Legiſlature; and would make 
it my daily Litany, that they may have Wiſ- 
dom as Angels of God, even that Wiſdom 
that is profitable to direct, that they may be 
Men knowing the Times and Seaſons, and 
that they may always have a careful Regard 
for the Honour of God, and the Credit of all 
his Inſtitutions, which have a Tendency to 
fit us more for his Service in this World, and 
for the Injoyment of him in a better : And 
BR then I doubt not but God will proſper their 
kw Deſigns and Conſultations for the Civil Good, 
I and eſtabliſh, and make them great in the 
Sight of all the People. 
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3$ Fe N Order to have evidenced, that I am not 
Fir clone in my Sentiments, concerning the 
515 Abuſes of the Lord's Table, by promiſcuous 
Tor Admiſſions, &c. I might have quoted the Autho- 
RE rities of ſeveral very learned and digniſied Clergymen 


of our Church. But I ſhall ſatisfy myſelf with tran- 
ſcribing a Paſſage or two, from the worthy Author 


** of the Penitential Diſcipline of the Primitive Church, 
3s | which he Jabours to have revived: as far as would 
{wit our Times. 5 

But 
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the Ordinonce of 'the Lord's Sn. 35 

« The Deſign of Chriſt (ſays he) in gatheri 
« a Church, — never be promoted, Shilſt her 
« moſt ſacred Ordinances, are proſtituted to Peo- 
« ple, either of ſcandalous Lives, or who ſtand at 
« an avowed Defiance againſt Her Authority. * 
Rn | | 5 44. 5 

The Curate at. preſent (ſays he in another 
“ Place) ſeems to have a Power of ſeparating Of- 
« fenders from the Holy Communion, till 
« have given Satisfaction for the Offence they have 
« been guilty of, But after ſuch a long Diſuſe, 
« and ſuch a continued univerfal Neglect of Diſ- 
« cipline, the Burden of reviving it (it is humbly 
ce apprehended) will be too weighty for the — 
«« ders of any private Prieſt, except the higher 
«© Powers, ſhall both lend him their Help to ligh- 
« ten it, and ſhall interpoſe with freſh Authority 
« to exact it from him.” And a little after, ; 

Indeed as our Laus now: fand, the Clergy 
« have a melancholy Time of it, between the Ap»: 
e prehenſions of offending either God or Man. 
« Amongſt us (as he obſerves afterward) it is 
« ſomewhat doubtful, whether if a Sinner of the 
Hit Magnitude ſhould offer himſelf at the Holy 
„ Table, for any ſecular Qualification, the Mini- 
e ſter repelling him, might not be expoſed to ſome 
«© legal Penalty, or at leſt to the Expence and Ha- 
„ zard of a troubleſome Proſecution, for doing his 
„Duty and for refuſing to admit even mtoriaus 


% Sinners.” | | | 28 4 
He alſo quotes Two for his and my Pur- 
poſe, which I doubt not hut he has cited fairly, but 
not having the Books TI'eould not look into them 
myſelf, The former is from the Apoſtolic Conſtitu- 
tions, which though they are not really, as is ge- 
nerally owned, of the "Apoſtles. Compiling, yet 


they are certainly very ancient. 
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: 5 8. cap. 17. ö 1 
WE Which he dune — F n 
"a c If we do not ſeparate from the Church thoſs 
Te & who will not live within the Rules of it, we ſhall 


Eat | 40 make of the Houſe of God a Den of T. Biene * J 


- The other Is Sr Cbryſe em 5 Homily-: on ; Mari 
xxvi. Net . 0 a 
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„ EX 654 4 
Ws Which 1s thus ard (6 00 es On 
„ ce It is no ſmall Penalty which they ſhall incur 
OS 4 if they ſuffer any to partake of the Holy Table 
Wort c whom they know to be guilty of deadly Sin, (i. e 
1400 « as I ſuppoſe the Tranſlator means and the Ori 
Tf <« ginal properly ſignifies heinous or enormou 
Foo «© Crime) and that the Blood of ſueb hall be requif 


155 « red at their Hands. That therefore if any Gens 
11 ral of an Army, or a Conſul, or even the EN 
« peror himſelf, ſhould offer to A 
« ſuch Circumſtances, they were boldly 
3 + his Admiſſion,, as being veſted 25 duch 1 

ſes) with a Power 2 to any — 
otentates. 
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The End. 


